Speaking In Tongues

Have Tongues Ceased?
1 Cor 13:1-13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. ESV
Mark 16:16-18 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover." ESV

Introduction

This is the promised companion lesson to the study “How God Uses Tongues.”  In that lesson, we examined five different ways that God uses speaking in tongues in the Era of Grace and noted that many false doctrines are avoided by realizing that God uses tongues for several different purposes in the church today.  To review, we noted that God uses speaking in tongues as:

1. Initial Evidence of Receiving the Holy Spirit – Acts 2:4, 10:46-48; 19:1-6

2. Renewal of the Holy Spirit – Acts 4:31; Titus 3:5

3. Personal Devotion to build up Faith – Jude 20

4. Intercessory Prayer – Romans 8:26-27

5. The Gifts of Tongues and Interpretation of Tongues – 1 Corinthians 12; 14

I was able to begin by teaching on the various ways that God uses tongues because our church is filled with people who have already experienced personally and witnessed many times these various uses – we know and believe that speaking in tongues is real and beneficial.  As I have said many times, you would have had to come much earlier with arguments to try to convince me that such things are not real or of God because at the age of nine years old, I received the baptism of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance and have experienced the other uses of tongues in my life and the churches that I attended ever since!  

Now, though, let’s turn to look at what other denominations and the churches of mainstream Christianity teach and believe regarding speaking in tongues.
  And let’s seek to comment and judge those teachings in light of scripture.  There are, of course, those churches as we are seeking to be, which embrace speaking in tongues in every manner that God has chosen to use them and who understand the scriptures on such subjects.  On the opposite end of the spectrum are those who reject the concept of speaking in tongues completely and view it as a work of Satan.  We will perhaps address that latter group in another lesson and leave them alone for now.  That leaves the rest of Christianity and essentially all those other churches fall in one of several categories:

Those that believe in tongues today and yet view them as an extra, not necessary part of Christianity.  

This would include such denominations as the Assemblies of God who view speaking in tongues as an added blessing that someone can receive but who don’t consistently encourage it in all of their churches.
  This would also be the view of most mega-charismatic churches whose celebrity preachers are on TBN and bestseller lists.  The truth that they don’t grasp or reject is that the speaking in tongues is always and consistently the initial evidence of receiving the Holy Spirit and when the Spirit comes so do the tongues.  Instead they usually teach a man-made doctrine of “saved, sanctified, and filled” where a person is supposedly saved when they make a mental/verbal decision for Christ, become sanctified if they choose to live by the principles of the Word of God, and can be – if they want to, but no big deal if they don’t – filled with the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues.  Obviously any view that has a person saved without the Holy Spirit filling them leaves out much scripture and waters down the original Apostolic message to the point of changing it into another form.  For the sake of this lesson, we’ll move on to the other, more prominent group.  

Those that believe that the tongues of the Bible were real but that speaking in tongues ceased in the early centuries and are not for us today.   

This is what is taught in most mainstream Protestant churches today and also in some Catholic churches.  When and why they say tongues ceased depends upon who they are.  Most Catholic churches usually claim that speaking in tongues ceased with the formation of the Roman Catholic church in the late 4th century – a claim that is partly true but not because of why they think.  More common are the beliefs that speaking in tongues ceased with the end of the original Apostolic era, like when the last original Apostle John died or that speaking in tongues ceased when the written Word of God was finished or compiled and established.  Usually, but now always, the belief that tongues are not for us today also includes the belief that miracles and healings are not for today either.  Let’s look a bit more closely at this group’s claims and check out for ourselves what they say in conjunction with what the scriptures say.  

Refuting the Doctrine of Cessation

The teaching that tongues have ceased for some Divine reason is known as “cessation” and was popularized by man influential men in the 16th and 17th centuries, one of the most prominent being John Calvin.  He said:

“The gift of healing, like the rest of the miracles, which the Lord willed to be brought forth for a time, has vanished away in order to make the new preaching of the Gospel marvelous forever.”  

His view of the supernatural was taken and expanded to attempt to explain why many mainstream Christian churches were no longer seeing speaking in tongues in their services.  God did this, they say, so that the preaching of the written Word of God could have preeminence and all of the glory.  Such theology transforms Christianity into a dry religion in which God’s hand and power is no longer completely active and it changes the Day of Pentecost from an event that signaled the beginning of a life-changing experience to a day on a liturgical calendar to be very ritualistically celebrated by the faithful who hold to such man-made tradition.  

To do a Biblical survey of why some people believe this, does not take long because all of this belief of cessation of tongues comes from one faulty interpretation of one passage of scripture.  That verse is found in the 13th chapter of 1 Corinthians that we read as our text.  There, Paul wrote:

1 Cor 13:8-10 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. ESV    

The 13th chapter of 1 Corinthians is, of course, between the 12th chapter and the 14th chapter of that book.  The 12th chapter was a basic introduction, listing, and teaching on the nine Gifts of the Spirit – gifts that God can give to believers after they have been filled with His Spirit.  The 14th chapter, as we noted in our last lesson, was a specific discussion of the use of the communicative gifts – the gift of prophecy, the gift of tongues, and the gift of interpretation in tongues – in the church setting.  The Corinthian church was very sensitive and used by God in this area but, unfortunately, some were abusing the gifts and using the gifts for destructive means.  The 13th chapter segues between the two chapters and although known as “the love chapter” most people miss the point that Paul was trying to make.  The subject, first and foremost, was spiritual gifts, and in this chapter Paul mentions three in particular:  tongues, word of knowledge, and prophecy.  These communicative gifts are not perfect in the sense that they could easily be abused by a human who has ulterior motives or who lacks love.  Paul’s point to the “love chapter” in context is that all of the Gifts of the Spirit – particularly the communicative gifts – must be used out of love or they will hurt the body of Christ and not help it.  

Let’s pause for a moment and consider how this is true.  The Gift of the Word of Knowledge is when God gives me knowledge of something in your life that I could not possibly know except by supernatural means.  To some extent, “the gifts and calling of God are irrevocable”
 meaning that when a person is given a gift, God often allows that gift to remain, even if the person chooses to neglect, abuse, or misuse it.  To someone who has been given the gift of Word of Knowledge, yet who decides to use it for some other motive, such as being on a power trip, or to make money, or to hurt others, they could do much damage.  Imagine if when God speaks to me about something in your life that I know is true and you know is true but has been secret, and instead of praying about it with you, or using it as an opening to guide you to what the Word of God says about it, I broadcast it to everyone or use it to you coerce you into giving me something.  Obviously doesn’t give such gifts for the purpose of spiritual blackmail.

It would be the same with the other communicative gifts – what if I had the gift of prophecy or of the giving and interpreting messages in tongues and I used them and manipulated those things to get people doing what I wanted rather than lift up the kingdom of God?  What if a person had those gifts and used them to try to build themselves up and tear others down?  It’s easy to see what a disaster this could be and it is a disaster when things are like Paul described and that is exactly what the situation in Corinth was like.  They didn’t have a problem with yielding and being used in the Spiritual Gifts, they had a problem with using the spiritual gifts to build up the church rather than themselves.  And so Paul was telling them, “if I’m used in all spiritual gifts and yet I haven’t got love, I am and have nothing.”  The same knife that can be used to perform delicate, healing, and needed surgery can also – in the hands of someone who has other motives – be used to bring about murder and great harm.  In the same way, spiritual gifts are real and must be exercised through a genuine love for each other or they will destroy the body of Christ rather than build them up. 

Because they are imperfect in this way, Paul said, one day the communicative gifts of the Spirit will cease.  There is coming a day when speaking in tongues, and prophesying, and the word of knowledge will no longer be needed and they will stop.  There will be no speaking in tongues and prophesying in heaven because there will be no need for them then.  Such is a scriptural fact.  

Paul’s exact statement that is often taken and twisted is that “when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away.”  That is, speaking in tongues, prophesying, and the word of knowledge will cease and there will be no more need for the supernatural, “when the perfect comes.”  Those who believe that speaking in tongues have already ceased claim that “the perfect” has already come.  They believe either that “the perfect” refers to the written Word of God, the Bible.  Or that “the perfect” refers to the death of the original apostles and the coming Catholic Church.  Oddly enough, these views did not gain prominence and prevalence until the 1900s when critics began searching for some answer to the sweeping Pentecostal revival.  

It is quite a stretch to make “the perfect” in this verse to refer to the completed written Word of God.  The term for the books of the Bible being compiled for future believers and confirmed as authentic, is “the canonization of scripture.”  Most churches today that don’t believe in tongues say that when the Bible was canonized that tongues ceased because the Bible is perfect and therefore the communicative gifts of the Spirit were no longer needed.  The Bible is perfect in the sense that it is infallible but the term in the Greek here that is translated as “perfect” is teleios and the greatest Greek scholars that have ever lived do not believe that the term refers to the Bible here in this particular verse and passage.  For example:


· In his Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, Thayer defined teleios as being “the perfect state of all things to be ushered in by the return of Christ from heaven.”  

· In his New Testament for English Readers, Alford explains that the word teleios refers to the “Lord’s coming and after.”  

To quote another eminent Greek scholar:

“There is not a single verse in the Bible where the Greek adjective ‘teleios’ … refers to the completed New Testament”  -- Donald Lee Barnett, Speaking in Other Tongues:  A Scholarly Defense, p. 176.  

Think of that a moment:  there is not a single verse where the word teleios refers to the Bible or the written Word of God.  Yet there are many verses and passages where the term in noun form refers to the end of the age and the future coming and return of Jesus Christ.  One such place is:

Matt 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. ESV  

That word translated as “the end” is the same word in the Greek that Paul used in our text in 1 Corinthians, just in noun form.  Perhaps an even more convincing scripture is that earlier in the book of 1 Corinthians, Paul used the same word to refer to the end when Jesus Christ would come back:

1 Cor 1:7-8 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. ESV

Here, “the end” is the same Greek word referring very specifically to the day Jesus’ return.  There are many other verses that use the term consistently in the same way and even to refer to Jesus Christ Himself.  In short, to attempt to say that the term “perfection” in our text refers to some event such as the canonization of the Bible or the death of an apostle is to ignore the use of the term throughout the rest of the Bible.  Jesus Christ is the perfection that will bring about the end and when He returns, the communicative gifts such as tongues, prophesying, and word of knowledge will cease because with Jesus Christ ruling and reigning in physical form on the earth, the era of Grace will come to an end and there will no longer be a need for such things.  What Paul was saying in this scripture is that when Jesus Christ returns everything will change and tongues will cease, but it follows that Jesus Christ has not yet returned and we are still under the Era of Grace.  And as long as Grace continues, so will tongues, prophesying, and the gifts of the spirit such as healing and miracles.  Jesus Christ, the perfect, has not yet come back, therefore tongues are still for us today.  

Why Tongues Gradually Ceased

Common sense also refutes these errant interpretations of this verse because it is hard to see exactly when and how tongues would cease at such events.  If you believe that tongues ceased when the written Word of God was finished, then did it stop when John finished writing the last Word of Revelation?  Did it stop when the book of Revelation was read and distributed to the churches?  Did it cease when John, the last living original apostle, breathed his last?  What about historical records that indicate that speaking in tongues was very common in churches even after the Bible was compiled and written and even after John’s death?  If you believe that tongues ceased with the formation of the Roman Catholic Church, then did which church council did it specifically take place?  The Roman Catholic Church evolved from several church councils that were decades and centuries apart.  Furthermore, it is difficult to grasp how that when the Catholic church “canonized” the Bible and declared that those books were the Word of God would change anything because their canonization of those books were just a public declaration of what had already been believed and established for hundreds of years.  The Bible had been written and distributed to the churches and preached as scripture for centuries before the Roman Catholic Church came into being.  Truly, when people twist scripture and invent a false doctrine, it become impossible to defend and explain!  

What is true is that speaking in tongues did begin to disappear from the mainstream Christian churches with the formation of the Roman Catholic Church.  But it only began to decline when the mainstream church began to change doctrines from Apostolic, Biblical teaching to errant and pagan views.  For example, when the Roman Catholic Church introduced the non-scriptural concepts such as the Trinity, infant baptism, worship of statues and relics, and the changing of the baptismal formula that was the time that the active moving of the actual Spirit of God ceased in their services.  In the Dark or Middle Ages, churches had “Holy Spirit holes” carved into the ceilings of their sanctuaries to symbolize their openness to God.  On Pentecost Sunday, doves would be released through these holes and then bundles of rose petals would be dropped through these holes onto the people below.  While this happened, the choir and congregation were instructed to make “whooshing” sounds to remind themselves of the moving of the Spirit.
  All of this was form and rituals that came about after the moving of the Spirit ceased to move for real.  

The point to grasp is that such things did not cease in all churches, only those churches that changed their doctrinal views and teachings to things that were unscriptural.  There is proof in history that there were groups in virtually every century that still spoke in tongues.
  The tongues ceased from the mainstream churches – particularly the Roman Catholic Churches – but there were always people who held to Apostolic and scriptural truth in some form throughout these times.  

Today, most people who believe that tongues have ceased do so because they have been taught to believe it and have readily accepted such a false doctrine because they have never seen the working of the Spirit within their own churches.  The Spirit doesn’t move actively in such a manner because of the many false doctrinal views that they still hold onto despite their break from the Roman Catholic Church.  In short, for these many denominations tongues and the supernatural have ceased but not because God stopped working in such a manner, but rather they have changed their form of worship and doctrines to the point that they are very much contrary to the Word of God and so with false teachings, the moving of the reality has stopped.  If they would change their doctrines, church model, and form of worship to match the teaching of scripture and not their own man-made teachings, the Spirit would begin to move again in their services and many such revivals have taken place.  

The lack of speaking in tongues and other spiritual experiences is evidence that the Spirit isn’t being permitted to work in a particular church or life.  Jesus said it like this:

Mark 16:16-18 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover." ESV

When the Spirit was allowed to move freely in the Apostolic churches, they saw the manifestation of all of these principles.  They led people who believed to be baptized in the name of Jesus and taught it as essential and not as something extra.  They then prayed for people to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit and they did receive such things with the evidence of speaking in new tongues. 
  When confronted with demons, the Apostolic church had the power in the name of Jesus to cast out the devils.
  When accidentally bit by a serpent Paul shook the viper off in the fire and God protected him so that a great work could be done on the isle of Malta.
  Furthermore, there have been many instances where believers were attempted to be poisoned by those who wished them done in and God protected them.  Of course, laying hands on the sick and seeing them become well again was also a common occurrence in the early Apostolic church.  Because Jesus Christ has not come back, yet, it is still in effect if people will not buy into the lies of those who are trusting in man-made traditions rather than scripture.

The greatest testimony that what I’m teaching to you is true is our personal experiences.  Many of you have experienced these things for yourself so you know that these things have not ceased.  I mentioned that as a nine-year-old boy I received the baptism of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other tongues and it was definitely a supernatural experience.  Most of you know Bro. Allen, the denominational preacher that preached for many years that such things were not for us today but who, late in life, believed the preached Word of God and received it for himself!  When people are baptized in the name of Jesus and taught correct doctrine, God still fills people with the Holy Spirit and still uses tongues today.  Furthermore, believers still have power over demons, can lay hands on the sick and see them healed, and have divine protection over things and people who would try to harm us today.  I have even heard stories of missionaries that were secretly poisoned by enemies and yet were not harmed and all of this led to a great revival and revelation of the power of the Spirit of God.  I’m speaking of things that have happened in this age, in this century, and in modern times.  Don’t sell yourself short – the signs of the true believer still include the supernatural and miraculous working of the Spirit of God!  

Putting It All Together

Paul’s teaching in the 13th chapter of 1 Corinthians was to emphasize the need for love to govern the use of the gifts of the Spirit, particularly the communicative gifts such as tongues, prophecy, and knowledge.  He taught that one day the need for such gifts will end and that it will come when the perfection – that is Jesus Christ and His return to this earth in physical form – comes.  But even after Jesus Christ comes back, the need for love will continue.  It follows from Paul’s writing to remind the church of our need for using love with the spiritual gifts that he assumed that spiritual gifts such as tongues would be a part of the church – it would be pointless to write warning about something that was impossible to happen.  Furthermore, if “all scripture is given by God and profitable for doctrine and teaching” then these scriptures apply to us today and that means that the spiritual gifts are still in effect.  They will continue to be in effect until Jesus Christ comes back and the Era of Grace ends.  Peter put it like this on the Day of Pentecost:

Acts 2:15-20 For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. 16 But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 17 "'And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 18 even on my male servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 20 the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. ESV     

The Spirit began to be poured out on the Day of Pentecost and “the day of the poured out Spirit” will continue until the end when the sun shall be turned to darkness and the day of the Lord comes.  We, today, are in between the start of the day of the Spirit being poured out and these things that will happen at the end, therefore all of the things in the early Apostolic church are still for us today!  

The reason that modern denominations and movements have sought for scriptures that they could twist to say that tongues have ceased is because they have never seen such things in their own churches.  Tongues and the supernatural have ceased in many of their movements but that is not God’s doing, but rather a direct result to their embracing faulty man-made traditions and doctrines of men for the true worship, teaching, and lifestyle of the early Apostolic church.  The reason it seems that speaking in tongues seemed to die down quite a bit with the formation of the Roman Catholic Church is because the Catholic Church changed many important doctrinal teachings.  When people turn back to believing as the early Apostolic church taught, the supernatural signs return to their churches and lives.  

Conclusion
In Ephesians, the Apostle Paul told us that:

Eph 4:7-8 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. 8 Therefore it says,  "When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men." ESV

Paul, here, equates Jesus’ ascending to the beginning of His giving spiritual gifts to mankind.  Those spiritual gifts will no longer be needed when Jesus Christ comes back again the second time, but as long as we are between His ascension and return, the gifts are still given and freely distributed.  Peter summed up that thought very concisely in the finish to his sermon on the Day of Pentecost:

Acts 2:38-41 And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself." 40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, "Save yourselves from this crooked generation." 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls. ESV

Those who received his word and believed him were baptized and received everything that God had for them – and they were believing Peter’s teaching of truth despite the fact that it contradicted their man-made doctrines that they had held to for all of their life.  The promise of the Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other tongues is for you and I today because God is still calling people today.  Those who respond to the message with faith will experience it for themselves!  Tongues and the supernatural have not ceased, unless you choose for them to cease by allowing unbelief or man-made traditions to reign in your life.  Choose rather as these thousands did on the Day of Pentecost; choose to believe truth and to receive everything that God has for you even today!  He has not changed and will still do what He promised to do if we will but believe!  

� Although it is a requirement that their pastors must have received the infilling of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other tongues.


� Romans 11:29.


� Diana Eck, Encountering God, Beacon, 1994.


� See Acts 2:38-30; 10:46-48; 19:1-6.


� See Acts 19:11-12 et al.


� See Acts 28:3-6.





Endnotes





� For this lesson I have borrowed heavily from a lesson by Rev. Ken Gurley entitled “Have Tongues Ceased?”  Bro. Gurley taught that lesson to his church in 2003 and it can be found in his excellent book, Rembrandt’s Ruin from his Preaching For a New Millennium series. 


 


� Speaking in Tongues in History


This list includes only people for which we have documented evidence. It is incomplete, and for some


groups the evidence is indirect or fragmentary. We do not necessarily know about or endorse all the doctrines of the people included (after the apostles). For documentation, see The New Birth by David K. Bernard.





Century 		Group or Individual								


1 			Apostolic church


2 			Early post-apostolic church, Justin, Irenaeus, Montanists


3 			Tertullian, Novatian, Sabellians


4 			Endorsement by Hilary, endorsement by Ambrose


12 	Some Waldensians, some Albigensians, some Franciscans, some among other mendicant religious orders


16 			Some Anabaptists, including some Mennonites; Prophecy movement in England


17 	Camisards; some Quakers; some Jansenists; some Pietists, including some Moravians


18 			Some Methodists, some from the 17th-century groups mentioned above


19 	Some in American revivals and camps, Irvingites, some Plymouth Brethren, Readers, some Lutherans, some in the Holiness movement, the “gift people” in New England, other Christians


20 			Pentecostals, charismatics from every denomination
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